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in the public funds or anywhere else, and as much as can
be borrowed in my name.7' The transaction, taken in con-
nection with the letter to Mr. Rous, has the appearance
of an abuse of official intelligence; but he declared, when
examined on the subject by the Committee of the House
of Commons, "that he had not, whilst at Madras, formed
the resolution to seize the diwani" j and his object may
have been to strengthen his position in the Court of Pro-
prietors, and ensure that support from home which was
so necessary to success.
Clive, with two members of the Committee, who had
accompanied him from England, reached Calcutta on
May 3rd, 1765. He was furious when he heard that Meer
Jaffier's son had already been seated on the musnud, and
openly expressed his opinion of the motives that had in-
fluenced those who had taken part in the transaction.
He found the whole fabric of government in a state of
dissolution. Anarchy, confusion, and corruption reigned
supreme. The Governor had abdicated his functions, and
his office had been "in a manner hunted down, stripped
of its dignity, and then divided into sixteen shares."
""Would you believe," he remarks of Mr. Spencer, " that
in his letters to the Nawab and others he has sub-
mitted to write, * I and the Council' ?" All the Council
had been guilty of " barefaced corruption," and had been
influenced by personal interests rather than by those of
the Company or the State. The vacancies caused by re-
tirements, dismissals, and the Patna massacre had raised to
the higher ranks young men whose one thought was to
enrich themselves. The Secretariat was in charge of a
youngster of three years' service. The barrier between
seniors and juniors was broken down, the latter resented